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Congres Internationale

landmark decision at the

1990 World Service Confer-
ence has awarded the bid for the
1992 World Service Convention to
Montreal, Canada. Cheers and high
spirits filled the room as the over-
whelming majority vote was
announced by WSC Chairperson,
Lucy B. This milestone event will
mark the first gathering in our histo-
ry that confirms Cocaine Anony-
mous as a TRULY international orga-
nization.

In honor of the WSC decision,
Newsgram requested the following
interview with Roberto V., the color-
ful and passionate Quebecois who
represents the Canadian fellowship
in World Service. It was his sparkling
presentation and dogged determi-
nation which won the confidence of
the WSC delegation.

NG: How did C.A. in Canada come
into being - how was it born?

RV: Two or three Canadian Nar-
cotics Anonymous members had
gone to L.A. for a visit and heard
about Cocaine Anonymous. Need-
less to say, it was just what they
were looking for. They brought it
back and held their first C.A. meet-
ing in August, 1986 in Montreal.
NG: In terms of numbers, how large
Is the C.A. Universe in Canada
today?

RV: Total numbers - just over 100
meetings in Canada: 80 in Montre-
al, of which only 16 are English
speaking meetings, 15 in Ottawa
and 8 in Toronto and Vancouver.
NG: What about the rate of growth -
do you experience a strong need to

extend the program?

RV: Membership has doubled in the
last year. We have one new meeting
In Quebec which could easily grow
to over 100 in the next year.

NG: What is the general timbre of
C.A. in Canada - what are your
meetings like?

RV: We have a few meetings that are
quiet and reserved, usually the
Rehab Center meetings. But the rest
are CRAZY - our people are FULL OF

“The

need for C.A.

is widespreod.
. we wish to
carry it from
shore to shore.

Everyone

in Canadao
wants to be
helpful. '’

ENERGY! Why? First, that’s just the
way we are. Secondly, we believe
that the essence of the Program is
within the STEPS; that the meetings
are merely support. We don’t take
ourselves seriously, but we take the
Program seriously. We have the reg-
ular speaker, participation and step-
study meetings like you do, but we
also have “couples meetings” on
Saturday and Sunday nights. The
couples, usually one addict and one
co-anon, need an alternate place to
go on weekends and this is one of
our answers to that problem. We

have 2 speakers, 2 leaders, (one cou-
ple each), and the content is usually
geared to pertinent issues within
those relationships. From Thursday
through Sunday we have 3 or 4
“bars sobre” (sober bars), where
people get together and dance,
share, party and have fun without
drugs or alcohol. We have bilingual
meetings and 4 co-anon meetings in
our area. Montreal area also gives
out free chips, literature and starter
kits to new meetings. We do every-
thing we can to support C.A. in our
country. AND WE REALLY ENJOY
OURSELVES DOING IT!!

NG: Tell us about the format of the
French-speaking meetings.

RV: After the Traditions and Steps
are read, we have what we call a
“12-step rap”: A designated person
gets up and gives a “rap” to the
newcomers, explaining what hap-
pens at the meeting and what to
expect. He welcomes them and tries
to make them feel comfortable. We
nave about 5-10 newcomers at
every meeting, and we want them
to know what's going on. | want you
to understand, we are a very warm,
demonstrative people, the French
Canadians. Very expressive. So, then
we go on to the GSR report. Then
we have the speaker, the 7th tradi-
tion, chips and birthdays. We have a
different person who gives out the
newcomer chips, and that commit-
ment changes every month in order
to get people involved. Then we
have participation.

NG: What about the French-speak-
ing population? You now have
French chips and literature, n’est-ce
pas? Has this had a profound effect
on the fellowship?

RV: The Big Book and the 12&12
were translated from the very
beginning. It was a necessary task
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The following statement of
purpose was approved at the
last World Service Board of
Trustees meeling.

“"OuUr primoary
PpUFpoOSsSe is to stay
free From cocaine
and oali other
mind-caitering
substances and
to help others to
achieve the same
freedom.”

which was lovingly done by some
local members. The French chips
made us all very proud and happy. It
has made us feel more a “part of”
the C.A. international family, and we
are very grateful.

NG: Tell me about your plans for
conventions and other C.A. “support
activities”,

RV: Naturally, the biggest event is
our bid for the 1992 World Service
Convention. That will be an enor-
mously exciting experience for us. As
for our local events: About every two
months, we have picnics, dances,
snowball parties, white-water raft-
ing, “spaghetti day” (kind of like
Thanksgiving), and something we
call Cabane Sucre, or “sugaring-off”
parties. This is where we have a
meeting and a dance which includes
a meal in celebration of the maple-
sugar harvest. In addition to the reg-
ular food, we serve lots of dishes
which contain the maple sugar and
the “piece de resistance” is an unbe-
lievable dessert made from maple
sugar. We are continually looking to
do more and more events for the
entire family.

NG: Do you interact with or have
the support of other 12 step pro-
grams in the U.S. or Canada?

RV: The others helped us out a bit in
the beginning, but the C.A. World
Service Office has been our
strongest support and connection to
the fellowship which we hold close
to our hearts.

NG: Is there much interaction
between the members of C.A. Cana-
da and C.A., USA - have you
exchanged speakers or participated
In events?

RV: We MUST work closely with
World Service of C.A. Everything
that is done in Montreal is done with
the full approval of the CAWSO. We
also continue to seek further guid-
ance for structure and the better-
ment of service to Cocaine Anony-
mous and its participants. As far as
the exchange of speakers, we
haven’t had the honor of this experi-
ence yet. We certainly look forward
to more interaction with individual
members who can share their expe-
rience, strength and hope with us.

NG: What do you see as the the
future of C.A. in Canada?
RV: The fellowship is growing at such
an enormous rate that it's almost per-
plexing. The need for C.A. is
widespread. We wish to carry it from
shore to shore. Everyone in Canada
wants to be helpful: Our main pur-
pose is to be of service. And the 1992
WSC Convention will be an event to
be remembered. We are already
working hard to organize the most
exciting and unusual convention pos-
sible. We are hoping to get permis-
sion to hold it around the first of July
in order to coincide with our Canadi-
an Independence Day celebrations.
The Canadian fellowship is extremely
grateful and excited for this event.
— Nancy T.
NewsGram Editor

“Keep Calling
Back”

Lines of Communication

i recently went through a misun-
derstanding with my sponsor
due to a lack of communication. |
had been calling her and leaving
message after message, to no avail.
Normally, | do see her once a week
at our home group, but lately I've
been “on the road” and meeting up
with some of you at C.A. meetings
in different parts of the country.

Since | hadn’t seen or heard back
from her in several weeks, | got all
worked up about it in my mind.
“I'm not getting what | need”. “She
started smoking again, anyway”. “I
haven’t talked about the steps with her
In quite a while”. “She doesn’t love
me anymore”. “She is favoring her
other sponsees”. | went on and on.

To make a long story short, we
finally met up at home group and
found that her answering machine
Is broken. Within three days, she
fixed it and actually called me! (I'm
from the school of sobriety that
teaches me to initiate the call to my
sponsor and not the other way
around!) What a delight to know
that | am loved and that someone
s “here for me” again.
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Chair's Corner

c an you say CHANGE? Well, we at the World Service Office certainly can!! The Board of Directors has really gone
through a lot in recent months. First, | would like to say farewell to Helene H., our former chair. The experience and
support that she brought to the Board has certainly not been forgotten and | really miss working with her.

The 1990 Conference went very well and the representation of the C.A. areas across the country and Canada was the
best yet. It was very exciting to participate in this year. At this Conference, | announced that the WSO was looking for a new
board Director. | received many fine resumes from which we will fill the position. | also announced that we were looking for a
paid office manager for the WSO to do bookkeeping, management, inventory, etc. We didn’t get any feedback on this
request at all. We recently put an ad in the L.A. Times and some responses have come in, but the job hasn’t been filled yet (in
case any of you are interested!)

Shortly after the Conference, the Secretary on the Board, Bunny B., also resigned. | would like to take this opportunity to
thank her for her service to the WSO Board. We will miss you, Bunny! The resumes we received at the Conference came in
handy for our search in replacing her, as well. We currently do not have a full Board and we still need a new office manager,

but we believe wholeheartedly that our Higher Power is working out “the plan” for us and all we need to do is stay open to it.

| would also like to congratulate Bill Z., the Vice-Chairman of the Board, who was selected at this last Conference as the
WSO Trustee. | am very excited about watching this new Board develop and “the plan” unfolding. | fell certain that there will
be a lot of positive results. Thank you for letting me be of service and allowing me to participate in “giving it back”.

In love and service, Pamela K.

I'm sharing this story for a rea-
son: | think this happens often when
dealing with World Services in gen-
eral, and also within the committees
between World Service conferences.
My new “job”, if you will, is to
"keep calling back” and to keep
those lines of communication open
between groups, districts, areas,
regions, and yes, countries. As far as
I'm concerned, this has always been
an obligation in all areas of my
recovery, not just in service.

C.A. Is growing every day. We
are no longer a fellowship of small
areas with little sobriety. Our ser-
vice structure is probably the most
up-to-date of all the 12-Step fel-
lowships, with one exception. Our
delegates are carrying the message
of C.A. World Services back to the
groups, and addicts are listening.
“We're here, we're free, and we're
one.” That's the message.

| love the anecdote about the
old game of telephone tag. One
person says something and whis-
pers in another’ ear and on around
the circle it goes. By the time the
story reaches the last person, the
original reality is so distorted it’s
funny - hardly recognizable. When
it comes to C.A., there’s nothing
funny about losing the original
message. Listening is the “art of
the 90°s”, so they say. | personally

have worked on this one, and it's
not easy — but it's simple.’

Let’s reach out, communicate
and listen to what each other is
saying. All of our groups have a lot
of experience, strength, and hope
to share with one another. World
Services is HERE to serve those
groups. Let it happen, in God’s
time. We've come a very long way
in a very short time. Thank you,
God! The Conference is an excel-
lent forum for this type of
exchange, but | see it even at Area
Service Meetings between commit-
tees. If we spend more time loving
one another and listening to one
another, there will be less time for
telephone tag.

Thanks for allowing me to be of

service to C.A.
— Debbie Breed
Trustee at Large

Pearis of
Wiscom
Protecting the Fellowship
with Liability Insurance

s Cocaine Anonymous keeps
agmwing and growing, (at
last count, our worldwide growth
rate was almost one new meeting
every day), it seems appropriate
that we also grow in ways to better

serve and protect the members,
groups and fellowship overall. One
of the ways to do this is to make
sure our different activities are cov-
ered by adequate liability insur-
ance. With liability insurance, the
group can be assured of being pro-
tected should something happen
during an event which might lead
to a lawsuit.

In the early days of Cocaine
Anonymous, our name alone
caused us great problems in get-
ting anyone in the insurance indus-
try to even talk to us. Now more
and more of our members are find-
INg insurance agents/companies
who are willing to write us
Insurance protection.

The World Service Board of
Trustees urges all fellowships to
obtain insurance for their various
activities (e.g. dances, conventions,
and any other service or fun/
fundraising activities).

While some of the fellowships
have found insurance to be far
more reasonable if they “band
together” (several areas join to-
gether & purchase the same policy),
you should consider that by doing
this, it may cause all the of the
groups to be held legally responsi-
ble for the acts of one specific

group.
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If you do not currently hold lia-

bility insurance, consider this at Iniormution ““mbers

your next service meeting. If you

have any questions regarding this, |canada Georgia............. (404)255-7787
ask your regi{]na| Trustee for details. [ R (403) 245-0750 HMawaii..................... (808)841-6060
Montreal.................... (514) 849-9999  mminois ... (312) 278-7444
— Very Tru.\'y Yours, Oftawe .. nl, (613) 776-1088 Kansas ... (316) 264-3066
Cocaine Anonymous World Services TORONEQ G o B (416) 444-7042 3 usigicamen ... (504) 927-4821
Board of Trustees Alabamea.............. .. (205) 320-9998 Massachusetts (617) 332-9888
AEann Minnesota............ (612) 522-7381
115 SRl (A . .
Missowrl................... (314)768-2544
THESONT o cooniivinninionse . 1B02) 362201 TR (402) 978-8881
— California (Northern)
Bill Saow It~ East Bay ................. (415)654-8885 NewW Hampshire....... (603) 889-6681
Now we Marin County ........... (415) 453-8439 ~New Mexico...... (505)984-9207
Mid-Peninsula............. (415) 592-9499 New York ... (212)496-4266
caon too? Monterey............... (408)372-4190 NOPth Caroling ... (919) 333-1054
Sacramento ................ (916) 989-1951 ©Ohio
ocaine Anonymous recently SN -Francisen... ... (415) 474-7133 Cleveland................... (216) 586-9500
crECEi‘u’Ed permission from A.A. Santa Cruz................. (408) 462-1926 1 [ s R (419) 249-0543
World Services to make use of a S?uth Bajf (408) 274-6015 Youngstown................ (216) 783-1833
: California (Southern) Oklahoma............... (918) 660-8665
pertinent segment from the book, Inland Empire ............. (714) 359-3895 Okl .
‘ ahoma City............ (405)949-5060
“As Bill Sees It”: Page 67 Long Beach................ (213)599-7810 Tula (918) 660-8665
k: < Los Angeles................. (213) 839-1141] 503 256.16
THOUSANDS OF “FOUNDERS” Orange County........... (714) 650-1011 OF@GOM............ (503)256-1666
leged to be an early member of A.A., S Diego. ... (619) 268-9109  South Carolina........ (803) 686-8093
{ honestly wish that the word San Fernando Valley....... (818)988-1777 Tennessee
“founder” could be eliminated from San Gabriel Valley ........ (818) 447-2887 e 41 L Tl (901) 766-9798
the A A uncabu!am Santa Barbara ............ (805)969-5178 Texas
When you get right down to it, |colorado.... . ... (303)421-5120 PUSHIN ..visneiiis s A S 2} 3076700
EVET}"D”E Whﬂ' has dﬂﬂE any amount Connecticut (203) 358-8833 FDESEEY., . (_?1 3} 668-6822
E bound to be the founder of @ new Narthest...........coo..... (904) 444-0999 Washington.......... (206) 722-6117
life for other alcoholics.” Sotheast............00..0 (305) 357-1379 Washington DC.. (301) 530-3020
: Southwest.....................(813) 275-1666 Wisconsin ... (414) 771-8898

C.A. Trustees applied for permis-

sion to use this copyrighted materi- | T T R T TR N S e e D SR
al in hopes that it’s significance ’dent'ty a' 5'5! ,
would shed some light on the con- | i n the spirit of unity and identity, the Public Information Committee of '

troversial issue of “foundership”. the World Service Office has proposed that Cocaine Anonymous adopt

Hotly debated and over-publicized a slogan. The intention is to look for something “catchy” to identify our fel- |
in recent months, claims of “C.A. | lowship to the public. ’

_____

Founding Fathers” have no place in The P1. Committee wants YOUR PARTICIPATION in this endeavor. After
either the media or within our 12- | the results of this poll have been calculated, the results will be presented to
step fellowships. . the fellowship for a final vote to elect the official slogan.

Debbie B., Trustee-at-Large,
reports that official word came in
just last month from AAWS in New |
York granting permission to use the [ | Can’t. We Can. | C.A. - The Solution.
quote. Expressing excitement and |1 \We're Free, | We're Here and We're Free
gratitude on behalf of the entire !

Board, she enthusiastically submit- | Other Suggestions:
ted the excerpt for publication. Ms. |
B. encourages all C.A. members to
refer to the humble words of Bill
W. when confronted with the

issue of C.A.’s origin. .
AAWS'’s only stipulation is that the Please Mail To:

source and page number be qUE}tEd E WSO Public Infﬂrmatinn Cummittee

in usage of their copyrighted materi- | 3740 Overland Avenue, Suite G

al. Contact the World Service office | Los Angeles, CA 90034 |
if you have any questions.
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Please fill out the attached form and return it AS SOON AS POSSIBLE!
| Please check your top TWO choices.




